
Civic Engagement: 
The Extraordinary Life of Jimmy Carter

Grades 2-5



The National Archives

5@9LӐK 9F J;@AN=Ӌ

Å Do you have pictures of you 

and your family at home?

Å Has anyone saved your 

report cards, awards or 

artwork?

Å Is there something you 

enjoy collecting?

Right: Archives I Building Photo, 3/8/2001 
(National Archives Identifier:66777071)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/66777071


Your Library Experience

ÅWhat words do YOU 
think of when you hear 
L@= OGJ< ӑDA:J9JQӒӋ

ÅWhat activities can 
YOU find at a library?

ÅWhy do YOU go to the 
library?

Left: Students participating in a document-based 
Learning Lab (National Archives)

https://www.archives.gov/education/student-visits/dc


Different Ways to               
Learn History

Å 40 million pages of 
written materials

Å 40,000 museum 
objects/artifacts

Å 500,000 photographs

Å 2,500 hours of film, 
audio and video tape

Carter Presidential Library

Right:A portion of the Carter Library archival 
collections as seen from the museum floor (Carter 
Library)



ĀŜĔƴͨƫ ƴŜĿ ÚĿıƧĿƴ, Jimmy ?oƫ Šƴ͆

To find the secret to President 
!9JL=JӐKextraordinary life, we 
will discuss his:

Å Early Life(1924-1943)

Å Adult Life(1943-1963)

Å Political Life(1963-1981)

Å Post-Presidency(1981-
Today)

Right: President Jimmy Carter and First Lady Rosalynn 
Carter wave to supporters and others attending an 
Inaugural Ball, 1/20/1977 (National Archives Identifier: 
173391)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173391


Early 
Life

(1924-1943)

Right: Jimmy Carter with his dog Bozo, 1937 (National Archives Identifier: 593560)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/593560


An Extraordinary Role Model?

Lillian Carter

Å Made Jimmy the 1st

President born in a 
hospital

Å Ignored rules of racial 
segregation

Å Joined the Peace Corps 
in India at age 68

Å (AEEQӐK  '%%#12 >9F

Left: Lillian Carter on the family farm with 
daughter Ruth, and son Jimmy, Archery, Georgia 
(Carter Library)  Right: Lillian Carter celebrates her 
KGF (AEEQɃK NA;LGJQ AF L@= ȐȘȖȕ .J=KA<=FLA9D
Election (Carter Library)



An Extraordinary Home?

Å Built 1922, Carters 
move in 1928

Å No running water;
electricity comes later 
OAL@ ,=O "=9DӐKRural 
Electrification Act

Is access to public utilities 
like water, electricity or 

internet a right or a 
privilege?

Left: (AEEQ !9JL=JɃK  GQ@GG< &GE= AF J;@=Jy, 
Georgia (Nationalt Park Service)

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/221.html


Balancing Chores & School?

Right:Jimmy Carter on the family  
farm as a boy (Carter Library)Far 
Right: (AEEQ !9JL=JɃK $AJKL %J9<=
Report Card (Carter Library)

Å OGC= ӑ F &GMJ
 =>GJ= "9QDA?@LӒ
for farm chores
L@9L O=J= ӑcloser 
to the stone age 
than modern 
farmingӒ

Å Consistently 
=9JF=< ӑ Ӓ ?J9<=K
in most subjects

Å An entrepreneur, 
sold peanuts in 
town


